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Peterborough Diocese Education Trust (the Trust) and all its academies (the Academy / Academies) is 

committed to the flourishing of all, and the Trust’s vision is:  

 

‘For every child, within our Trust, to experience an excellent education and to realise their God-given 

potential to flourish.’ 

 

1. Rationale  
The Trust understands collective worship to be an essential component within an educational experience 

that enables all pupils to flourish. It provides an opportunity for pupils and adults to encounter and 

appreciate the relevance of faith in the world today. Collective worship involves pupils and staff coming 

together and participating in a daily gathering. In Community Schools in line with the 1988 Education 

Reform Act collective worship should be “wholly or broadly of a Christian character”. Collective worship in 

our Church Academies is required to reflect its Anglican status as expressed in their trust deed, and so will 

be based on the teachings of Christ and traditions of the Christian Church. However, we aim to conduct our 

collective worship in a manner that is sensitive to the individual faith and beliefs of all members of the 

academy.  

  

Collective worship contributes significantly to the Christian ethos of the Trust. In doing so, it seeks to 

provide an inclusive, invitational and inspiring experience for all members of our academies by providing 

opportunities for each Academy to: 

  

• Explore its Christian vision and underpinning values and virtues; 

• Deepen a sense of community through sharing its common aims, values and morals; 

• Consider current national and world events as they occur; 

• Celebrate achievement and special times;  

• Explore together the world in which we live;  

• Develop a community spirit.  

  

2. Aims for Collective Worship  
The aims and purpose of collective worship are based on the Church of England Education Office’s Inclusive 

Invitational Inspiring: A Statement of Entitlement and Expectation (a copy of which is attached at Appendix 

1), that it is:  

 

Inclusive by: 

• Ensuring it is accessible to pupils and adults of different faith backgrounds, those exploring 

their own beliefs about faith and those of no faith; 

• Providing time for reflection so nurturing the awareness of life as a spiritual journey; 

• Involving pupils in planning, leading and evaluating collective worship; 

• Reflecting the cultural backgrounds of the local context. 
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Invitational by: 

• Enabling all to be present whatever their faith or beliefs; 

• Recognising that pupils and adults are free to engage with integrity; 

• Providing optional invitations for prayer and space to reflect. 

 

Inspiring by: 

• Enabling pupils and adults to ask big questions about who we are and why we are here; 

• Motivating pupils and adults into action and into the possibilities of thinking and behaving 

differently; 

• Encouraging pupils to become courageous advocates for change. 

 

For further details of an individual Academy’s aims and purpose of collective worship – see Appendix 2.  

  

3. Practicalities of Organisation   
Our Academies hold a daily act of collective worship.    

  

For Academy specific details – see Appendix 2.  

  

4. Content  
A plan of themes is produced annually reflecting the values an Academy has chosen.   

 

Our Academies also consider and reflect on the festivals and special times of the Christian calendar.    

  

For academy specific details – see Appendix 2.  

  

5. Resources  
For details of resources individual Academies use – see Appendix 2.  

 

6. Evaluation, Monitoring and Review  
It is the role of the Academy Governance Committee (AGC) to monitor the policy and practice of collective 

worship. As part of this, pupil interviews are carried out / pupil evaluation forms are reviewed.  

  

Any Academy specific details in relation to evaluation, monitoring and review are set out in Appendix 2.  

  

7. Right of Withdrawal  
As our Academies are Church Academies, we expect all pupils to attend collective worship, and we discuss 

this with parents / carers at the time of admission.  However, any parent / carer can request permission for 

their child to be excused from attending religious worship and the academy will make alternative 

arrangements for the supervision of the pupil during the period concerned. Parents / carers do not have to 

explain or give reasons for this. This complies with current legislation. The Headteacher keeps a record of 

any pupils who are withdrawn from collective worship.  
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Appendix 1 
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[The Church of England Education Office, Inclusive, Invitational Inspiring: A Statement of Entitlement 

and Expectation (The Church of England Education Office 2021)] 
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Appendix 2 
  

Name of Academy: Ryhall CE Academy 

  

1. Academy Vision 

(include full agreed Vision from AGC or this ‘motto’ only?) 

Inspiring all to live ‘life in all its fullness’* so that we may look back with pride and move forward with 

confidence.  

*(John 10:10) 

2. Aims for Collective Worship  

  

In addition to the aims already stated, at Ryhall CE Academy Collective Worship is at the heart of our life 

and work.  We provide an opportunity for pupils and staff to worship in both contemporary & traditional 

Christian styles, which are consistent with the beliefs and practices of the Church of England. 

  

3. Practicalities of Organisation  

  

Our daily act of collective worship forms part of each daily ‘assembly’. The format for these is agreed 

annually and an example is in Appendix 3.    

  

We conduct collective worship in a dignified and respectful way. We encourage pupils to think of worship as 

a special time when the school community comes together for a period of calm reflection.  We regard it as a 

special time and expect them to behave in an appropriate way. We ask them to be quiet and thoughtful 

and to listen carefully to the teaching. We invite them to participate in prayer and songs. We create an 

appropriate atmosphere by using music and a cross and candle that acts as a focal point for the attention 

of the pupils. 

  

The Headteacher, Assistant Headteacher, Ethos Lead and other members of staff conduct collective 

worship, with the vicar of St. John’s Church supporting worship once a week, alongside once a month ‘Open 

the Book’ worship with the Methodist team. This brings greater variety to our worship times and 

strengthens links between the Academy and the local church. Parents / carers are invited to Monday 

Collective Worship and other special services, e.g. at Christmas, Easter and the end of the academic year. 

This promotes the community spirit of the Academy. We welcome governors’ attendance at our collective 

worship at any time.    

  

Other opportunities for prayer and reflection are given at the start and end of the day, just before lunch 

and upon request of any pupil or member of staff when all are invited to join.   

Worship opportunities are also offered to staff, children and their families as we attend services e.g. 

Christingle Remembrance and end of year services in St. John’s Church, Ryhall. 
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4. Content  

  

The values we have chosen as an Academy are Compassion, Friendship, Hope, Perseverance, Respect and 

Trust.  These are chosen by the pupils and staff and may be added to as driven by our pupil Ethos 

Councillors.  

 

A daily record is kept of all acts of worship, recording themes covered and songs / music used, and Biblical 

stories/verses used to lead and develop our Christian thinking.  

 

We also hold collective worship that reflects the achievements and learning of the pupils.  We encourage 

the pupils to participate in collective worship by showing their work to others and sharing issues that they 

have discussed in their classes.  Collective worship offers an opportunity to acknowledge and reward 

pupils for their achievements both in and out of the Academy.  They play an important part in promoting 

the ethos of the Academy, which is that all pupils are valued and all achievements recognised.  

  

Resources  

  

Imaginor’s ‘Roots to Fruit’ (including R2Fv2) is used as the regular source of Bible material to share with 
pupils and is held and maintained by the Ethos Lead who distributes materials as required. We also have a 
subscription to ‘Big Start Assemblies’ and ‘Sing Up’ where we can find a range of links to our Christian 
Values.  Song/Hymn words and PowerPoints are kept electronically on the staff drive.   
  
Useful websites to be used include: 
 

www.worshipworkshop.co.uk 
www.barnabasinschools.org.uk 
www.imaginor.co.uk 
www.assemblies.org.uk/ 

http://www.worshipworkshop.co.uk/
http://www.barnabasinschools.org.uk/
http://www.imaginor.co.uk/
http://www.assemblies.org.uk/
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Appendix 3 
  

The following information is included in our ‘General Routines & Expectations Guide’ for all staff. 

Collective Worship (CW): CW takes place daily at various times of the day (except when these are for a 

key stage/whole school) 

The SIAMS evaluation schedule (2018) talks about worship being the ‘heartbeat’ of the school, beating 

away beneath everything that goes on in school. Just as the beating of a creature’s heart is the signal that 

it is alive, the heartbeat of worship should signal the life, energy and Christian spirit of the school. 

Worship can also be a ‘time to breathe’; a time when all can come together to find a space, silence and 

quietness to reflect on their own spirituality, values and place in the world. Just as breathing is vitally 

important to life, worship is a significant and sacred time in the life of the school; ensuring the time is 

valued to allow all to ‘breathe’ through worship. 

It is helpful for the daily gathering for the act of worship to be called collective worship (rather than 

assembly) when referred to in school. Collective worship and assembly are distinct activities. Although 

they may take place as part of the same gathering, the difference between the two should be clear: an 

assembly is a time for notices, matters of discipline or when visitors come in to give a talk or presentation 

(e.g. charities, an author for book week etc.) or when pupils present their curriculum work to the rest of 

the school. This is very different to the structure and atmosphere required for acts of worship. 

Examples of how to demonstrate the transition between collective worship and assembly: 

• Share notices at the beginning, not the end, so collective worship does not become muddled with matters 
of discipline or negative messages that might distract from the positive messages given at the end of the 
act of worship  

• Light the three candles (or share the image of the three lit candles) and say the liturgical greeting for the 
day (‘Peace be with you’. Response: ‘And also with you’.) after any notices have been given, followed by 
‘We light these candles to remember God the Trinity: Father, Son and Holy Spirit’. 

• Be explicit about the transition e.g. ‘we are lighting our worship candles because our act of worship has 

begun’. In the classroom, the lighting of the candles may be symbolised by the turning on of battery 

operated candles or by showing three flickering candles as part of a powerpoint presentation.  

 

Collective worship gives the whole school community the opportunity to: 

• Engage in an act of community 

• Express praise and thanksgiving to God 

• Reflect on the character of God and on the teachings of Christ through Biblical texts 

• Affirm Christian values and attitudes 

• Celebrate special times in the Christian calendar 

• Experience and respond to Anglican traditions and practices 

• Explore the big questions of life and respond to national events 

• Foster respect and deepen spiritual awareness 

• Be still and reflect 

• Share each other’s joys and challenges 
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Collective Worship will be planned initially by Caroline Watson as Ethos Lead.  It is up to staff and children 

to plan appropriately for their Collective Worship according to the given focus.  Collective worship should 

be ‘INCLUSIVE, INVITATIONAL & INSPIRING’ and be Christian based worship.  

• Inclusive: 
o an opportunity for those of any religious faith or none to focus and reflect on stimuli, which allow 

the human spirit to respond with integrity. 
o Ensuring it is accessible to pupils and adults of different faith backgrounds, those exploring their 

own beliefs about faith and those of no faith; 
o Providing time for reflection so nurturing the awareness of life as a spiritual journey; 
o Involving pupils in planning, leading and evaluating collective worship; 

• Invitational:  
o Enabling all to be present whatever their faith or beliefs; 
o Recognising that pupils and adults are free to engage with integrity; 
o Providing optional invitations for prayer and space to reflect. 

• Inspiring:  
o Enabling pupils and adults to ask big questions about who we are and why we are here; 

o Motivating pupils and adults into action and into the possibilities of thinking and behaving 

differently; 

o Encouraging pupils to become courageous advocates for change. 

 
The following is the approach taken for whole school collective worship when we join together.  

• Ethos pupils directed to prepare:  
o Correct coloured cloth on table (see liturgical calendar) – table/display brought directly in front of 

children 
o 3 candles (triangular formation) 
o A copy of The Bible opened at a page relevant to today’s theme.  
o Any objects/props required for the CW 

• Entrance/Exit music/powerpoint/video should be appropriate to the theme   

• Children should arrive silently; prior to entering remind the children of the purpose of collective worship, 
the need for reflection, stillness and quiet.  

• One member of staff per class should attend all assemblies.  
 

The main elements of G-E-R-S (gather – engage – respond - send) should be present in each of act of worship 
including Class Worship. This will help children to understand the Anglican structure of worship; it also really 
helps to have a familiar structure to follow each day.  

 

• GATHER: We prepare to meet with God. You could start with some quiet music, dim the lights and 
consider sitting in a different arrangement or position in the classroom to mark how this part of the day is 
different. Welcoming of all to the collective with the following words 

Leader: Peace be with you  
Response: and also with you.  
 
Light/share image of the candles and say:  
Leader We light these candles to remember God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  
Leader Today we have come together to think about…….  

 

• ENGAGE: We encounter Jesus and the stories of the Bible. We listen for God’s message to us. There 
should be a focus on Biblical or Christian content in each worship session and this content should be 
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explored and made relevant to life today e.g. use a bible quotation, story or other stimulus to help the 
children engage with the theme.  

 

• RESPOND: We respond to what we have heard and seen. We are given the opportunity to worship 
together. Make some time available for the children to respond by reflecting on a question or listening to 
a prayer or poem. This should be invitational and should be preceded with something similar to: 
‘We’re going to take this opportunity to reflect on today’s Collective Worship. You might like to join me in 

joining in putting hands together, bowing our heads and offering our thoughts and prayers to God or simply 

be still and in the quiet think of …..’ 
o A prepared prayer may be read by a child or the adult leading the assembly or you may ask the 

children to share their offerings to join as a prayer.  
 

• SEND: We are sent out to love and serve. There may be something you want children to do or think 
about as they leave this time of worship. The candles should be put out to show that worship has ended, 
with a continued opportunity to be still, followed by the words: 

o Leader: May the light of Christ shine in all our hearts.  
o Response: Amen. 
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In-Class Worship 

Worship in the classroom is a great way to spend quality time with your class, in a different way to teaching them, 

without thinking about targets, success criteria, outcomes etc. It allows the children to enter worship in a more 

intimate way, where many children feel more comfortable to interact and join in. 

It is also a fantastic opportunity for the children to lead some or most of the worship as they often feel safer in 

front of a small audience. You know your class the best, so when planning worship in the classroom, ensure it is 

suitable and relevant for the age and needs of the children. 

In-class worship needs different considerations. Practical points to consider are as follows: 

 

1. Think about transitions 

o How will you ‘move’ from a lesson into worship? How will the children know it is time for 
worship? 

o How will you begin worship? 
o How will you end worship? 
o How will you create a calm, welcoming atmosphere ready for worship? 

 

2. Think about the layout of your space 

o Where will the children sit? 
o Where will I be? 
o Can /should this be different to a class based lesson? 
o Where else could you hold your act of worship? The Church, school field / playground, wildlife 

area? 
 

3. Think about the worship table/ focal point 

o How will it be distinctively Christian? 
o What will go on it? 
o Who will prepare the space? 
o Where will it be kept between worship sessions? 

 

Ideas for opening and closing worship in the classroom: 

o Ensure the lesson resources have been cleared away. 
o Begin worship with a familiar worship song – to signal that we are moving away from learning into a time 

of worship. 
o Light the candle and begin with a familiar greeting. 
o Set out a small altar or focal point, that your class has made or put together. 
o Create your own class routines – could you choose or create your own greeting and sending prayer that is 

specific to your class? 
o End worship with extinguishing the candle and saying the sending prayer together. 
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How long should Collective Worship be?  
It does not have to take long. Focus on the quality of the time rather than the quantity. Five minutes of good input 
and time for reflection is better than 15mins of time filling. What is important is that you use the time you have 
wisely and that worship contributes to a child’s education as well as allowing an opportunity to learn about and 
meet with God.  
 
How should in-class Collective Worship be structured?  
The main elements of G-E-R-S (gather – engage – respond - send) should be still be present in Class Worship. This 
will help children to understand the Anglican structure of worship; it also really helps to have a familiar structure 
to follow each day.  
 
An example of how worship in the classroom could be structured is shown below: 

Gather Engage Respond Send 

Light the candle 
The grace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, 
the love of God 
and the 
fellowship 
of the Holy Spirit 
be with you 
and also with 
you. 
 
(The 'Grace', from 
St 
Paul's second letter 
to 
the Corinthians is a 
very widely used 
text. 
While most often 
used 
as a closing prayer 
it 
is also makes a 
good 
greeting, especially 
for worship in small 
groups.) 

 
You might want to show the children 
this image – I wonder what it makes 
you think of? I wonder if you can 
identify with the character in the 
corner? I wonder what he might be 
feeling or thinking? 
We all feel a bit like this sometimes. 
There are lots of passages in the Bible 
that remind Christians that God is 
always there, watching over them and 
ready to help them with their worries. 
Share the verse with the children. 
Give all your worries and cares to God, for 
he cares 
about you. 1 Peter 5:7 

What do you notice about this verse? 
Which words stand out to you? 
How does this passage make you feel? 
I wonder how this verse might help 
Christians when they are feeling 
worried? 
Listen to this song together 
Give all your worries to God. Life Tree 
Kids 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l
nDs58jIvfQ 

I wonder how it makes you feel 
that you can give anything you 
are worried about to God and 
he will care for you. 
Give the children a small piece 
of paper- ask them to write 
anything that is worrying or 
bothering them. 
When they are ready and if they 
would like to, get them to bring 
it to the front and put by the 
cross as a symbol that they are 
giving the things they are 
worried about to God. (Have 
some quiet worship music 
playing whilst they 
do this. - 
https://www.youtube.com/wat
ch?v=QhbK2GpbKTY Don’t 
worry by Ellie Holcombe) 
Invite all the children to say the 
Bible verse together. 
Dear God, 
Thank you that you care for us 
and that we can 
bring everything we are worried 
about to you. Help us to stop 
worrying about all the things we 
wrote down and please help 
with each of these situations. 
Thank you God, Amen. 

So, when you are 
feeling worried 
this week, what 
could you do? 
The Lord bless you 
and keep you. May 
He show His face 
to you and have 
mercy. May He 
turn His 
countenance to 
you 
and give you 
peace. 
The Lord bless 
you! 
 
(from the book of 
Numbers 6:24-26) 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QhbK2GpbKTY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QhbK2GpbKTY

